September 2021

WESTERN HILLS ACADEMY
A Word from the Director
Welcome to all of our WHA families,
The 21-22 school year is off to a great start. Our students are happy and excited to
be here and they are definitely ready to learn, make new friends and have a memorable
year. Our teaching staff has also grown and they are as excited as our students to get to
work. I’d like to welcome our new teachers: Mrs. Annette Gonzalez is our new kinder teacher
and has taught for several years in public schools. Ms. Teresa Guillen will be our 3rd grade
teacher and she also comes to us with a strong background in education. We welcome back
Mrs. Adriana Davie (ELC) and Mrs. Rosario Mercado (PK) as well.
While we are still adjusting to new routines and schedules, we continue to recognize that we
are still in a pandemic and we will continue to follow CDC recommendations for school
children. Covid protocols will remain in place and we hope that our efforts will as successful
as they were last year. A reminder to parents, please look over the family handbook that you
received at Orientation. It will answer many questions you might have and provide you with
useful information. One of the main school policies is that there is a uniform requirement for
all students in grades PK-5th. Uniform logo shirts can be purchased in the office and by the
third week of school we will be enforcing this policy.
During September we will focus on developing relationships with our students that will help
us determine what kind of teaching strategies are best for each student. Teachers will assess
the students’ abilities and formulate plans to help each child be successful in the classroom.
I thank all of you for entrusting us with your children’s education. The teaching staff and I
realize your children are your most prized possession and we will treat them as such. Please
know that we are all here to serve our families and that our goal is to provide our students
with the best educational opportunities for a successful year. As always if you have any
questions, concerns or positive comments please share them with me. Thank you for being
part of the WHA family!
Sincerely,
Patricia Aguirre
Director

EARLY LEARNING CENTER
Hello Parents,
My name is Lorena Vazquez and this is my second year teaching at
Western Hills in the nursery section. I greatly enjoy interacting,
teaching, and playing with the children. The last two weeks my class has
been focused on getting to know each other, having free play, learning
how to wash hands, and practicing safety.
For the month of September, the children will be furthering their
Development with hand-eye coordination as they improve their motor
skills.
I want to give a warm welcome to Gabriel Saucedo (Gabito) and Ryder
Ross, to class C7!
Thank you
Best
Lorena Vázquez

Hello everyone,
Welcome to Western Hills Academy. This Year we will continue to follow
last year's Covid protocols. Our class is learning social distance, washing
hands frequently, and for some of us to use a mask.
This month our class will be learning to play together, share toys, and to
socialize and make new friends. During the month of September my class
will work on numbers 1,2,3,4 and 5. The letters will be A,B,C,D, and F. Our
shapes for this month are circle, octagon, star, triangle and oval. The children
will work on the colors red, blue, yellow, pink and brown. Fall is almost here
so we will learn about this wonderful season. My goal for this year is to teach
all of my students everything that I can.
I would like to thank everyone for your generous donations and school
supplies. Thank you all for joining our Remind group, I will continue to use
it to send messages and pictures of your children.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Carmen Lerma

Hello,
I'm Mrs. Marisela and I have been working at WHA for 24
years. I have enjoyed every year and every child that has
been in my class. Have enjoyed working with Young 2's. My
hope this year is that the children will learn some colors,
numbers, letters, and shapes. I'm looking forward to a great
year!
Best,
Mrs. Marisela

Welcome back!
I am so excited to be your child's teacher this year. This year
we are going to learn our letters, numbers, shapes, and colors
through so many fun activities. This month we are going to
start learning numbers from 1 to 5, letters A, B, C, D.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Ortiz

Welcome back to school my little 3yrs olds,
I am very happy to be your teacher. We are
going to work this month with tracing and
recognizing the colors and shapes.
I hope you have a fun year, with me!!!!
Sincerely,
Mrs. Davie

PRE-K THROUGH FIFTH
Welcome Pre-K!
We would like to take the time to thank you for entrusting us with your little ones especially
during these times. I know deciding to send your child to school could not have been an easy
decision for some. As we prepare for a year of learning and growing together, we would like to
take the opportunity to share some information with you. We will be following the Saxon
Early Learning Curriculum, which can easily be reinforced at home. We encourage you to
make every moment a teachable one as your child grows and develops. At this age children
grasp more than you can imagine.
In Theme 1, A Time for School, we will be focusing on getting to know each other and as well
as meeting our class puppet and mascot Max the Bear! Please keep an eye out for our monthly
snack calendar. By working together, we can begin to enhance your child’s development. We
are thankful for the opportunity to work with you and your children. Please do not hesitate to
contact us with questions or concerns.
Blessings,
Mrs. Mendoza, Mrs. Aguilar, & Mrs. Mercado
Hello Families,
Kinder has ended their first two weeks with a BANG! We are off to a fabulous start learning the
routines and rituals necessary to have a great year. Kinder's are working on their listening skills and
following directions. Isabel celebrated a birthday: Happy Birthday Isabel!
I am looking forward to seeing all the creative ways families will present their Family Tree project
on September 10th. This month in Math we will begin learning number sense, and in Reading we
will work on the Letter L and its sound. In Science we will learn about apples and in Social Studies
we will begin learning about Our Community.
I’d like to thank Esau’s Mommy, Mrs. Meza, and Miles’ Mommy, Mrs. Stringfield, for agreeing to be
our Room Mothers. Thanks so much.
In honor of 9/11 students may wear blue jeans and their school shirts on Friday, September 10th.
Let’s continue to work together to have a successful year. As Pete the Cat would say, “It’s all good”.
Kindly,
Mrs. Gonzalez

1st and 2nd Grade
The first week of school was geared towards getting to know each other, in a classroom
environment, daily routine, and class and rules. Next week, we will continue reviewing and
start the curriculum. The theme of the month will be Respect and Responsibility. As soon as
the chapter books arrive, we will start reading Flat Stanley.
Please don’t forget to check the students’ backpacks for additional information provided
everyday. My aspirations for this school year is that every student will achieve a positive and
social learning experience in their development growth.
Let’s work together in making this a wonderful school year!
Kindly,
Mrs. Laura Ramírez

Hello,
I'm Teresa Guillen, the new 3rd grade teacher for this new school year. I'm extremely excited
to be a part of Western Hills Academy and meeting parents soon. I've been a facilitator for 20
years, SPED, behavioral and regular education in elementary, middle school and high school
level. I'm looking forward to sharing all my experience and knowledge to teach my students to
the best of their abilities. We're going to have a fabulous year.
Thank you,
Teresa Guillen

4 th /5 th Grade News,
Welcome families!! I am Ms. Stegmiller and I will be your child’s teacher. This will be my 3 rd
year teaching at WHA in the multi-grade classrooms. I have been teaching for over 30+ years
and I look forward to teaching many more. I am a life long learner that will encourage and
continue to bring a positive learning experience to the classroom. One goal for this year is to
empower your child to be leaders and
decision makers.
We are off to a great start. This week was all about getting to know each other. It was all about
favorites; favorite color, books, authors, subject etc. We also, read our first novel. “How to Eat
Fried Worms”, it was a short read and the students seem to enjoy it. To celebrate reading our
first novel, we watched “How to Eat Fried Worms” movie, had a picnic and ate ice cream. We
also, compared the novel to the movie, the similarities/differences. There were quite a few. For
math, the students worked on fun math review problems and puzzles. Also this week, they
created stories, I am posters, self - portraits, and robots and animals out of recyclable materials.
All in all, it was a busy but fun week.
For the month of September, the students will be following the classroom schedule. All subjects
will be covered, the 4th grade will be reading “James and the Giant Peach”, and the 5th grade
will be reading “A Wrinkle in Time”. In ELA, we will begin working on grammar, punctuation,
and mechanics. In math, we will begin working with numbers and operations. In science, we
will begin working on scientific investigation and reasoning. In Social Studies, we will begin
working on citizenship. Finally, in Fine Arts, we will begin working on foundations:
observations and perceptions.
What a wonderful beginning to the new school year, thank you for allowing me to be part of
your child’s educational journey.
With much appreciation,
Ms. Stegmiller

